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164 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

to say that the incongruity between the implications of the psychology of 
effort and the epistemology of idealistic monism of the absolutist type is 
clearly brought out. 

We have here an acute and conclusive criticism of the teleological 
doctrines of idealism. The problem of teleology is, however, only a single 
aspect of the comprehensive question as to the one and the many con- 
fronting the monist who regards the one as absolute and the many as 
relative. This is as true of the materialist as of the idealist. The terms 
being correlative, both must be regarded either as fixed or as functional. 
In default of a definite pronouncement or of a knowledge gained from 
other sources, one naturally tries to read between the lines to divine the 
author's own position. So largely critical is this study that the conclusion 
is not clear. There is, however, much that might be taken to indicate 
sympathy with the views of the pragmatists. W. A. Heidel. 

Wesleyan University. 

La Conscience. Paul Hekmant. Revue de Philosophic, November, 

1905. Pp. 495-511. 

The thesis of this article is that consciousness corresponds to the 
activity which marks the development or the regression of the psychical 
life as a whole. Consciousness is the realization of a new equilibrium, 
a synthesis of the new with the old, or the process by which a new psy- 
chical state establishes connections with the ' unconscious ' or subcon- 
scious psychical mass which is in the background and which represents 
our anterior attainments or Vensemble du moi. It appears, then, that 
consciousness is a function of the psychical life as a whole. The sub- 
conscious is constituted by states which, for various reasons, necessitate 
no readjustment of the psychical whole and which for this reason fail to 
establish the associations required for recall in memory. But the author 
offers no suggestion as to the nature of the subconscious, beyond the 
vague statement that it differs from the conscious only in degree, nor 
does he at any point take account of the possibilities of interpretation in 
terms of neural processes. B. H. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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THE MONIST. January, 1906, Vol. XVI., No. 1. On the Form 
and Spectrum of Atoms (pp. 1-16) : Ferdinand Lindemann. - It is known 
that the distribution of spectral lines in the spectrum of any gas is a 
function of the form, density and elasticity of the atoms of that gas. 
The inverse problem of determining the form of an atom from a knowl- 
edge of its spectrum is possible in certain comparatively simple cases. 
The author illustrates by means of diagrams the probable shape of cer- 
tain atoms and the structure of the molecules in which they are com- 
bined. Manifestations of the Ether (pp. 17-31): W. S. Andrews. -A 



